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large that we hesitate to write it. The use of the
hookah was fashionable, and almost every young man
kept a man and a boy to look after this elaborate
smoking apparatus. Each student had two or three
table servants, arrayed in gay liveries with silver
crests. Every student belonged to the Bengal Club,
to the Racket Club, to the Cricket Club, to the Swim-
ming Club, to the Turf Club, and a few really good
riders were admitted to the Tent Club. Proficiency
at billiards was a common accomplishment. Play
rather than proficiency at whist was the rule, and the
stakes were not less than four sovereigns on each
rubber, whilst a little quiet betting easily doubled and
quadrupled these petty stakes. But there were many
other pleasant and necessary expenses. Private parties
to ladies, theatricals, and public balls were to be got
up at the expense of the young civilians in college,
of course in return for the pleasant and ample hospi-
tality extended to them by the residents of Calcutta.
Even the expense of dress was not inconsiderable.
The usual number of young civilians belonging to
the college was about thirty, and at least twenty of
this number would appear on the Course, or Rotten
Row of Calcutta, every evening, dressed in the highest
light of fashion, as an example to the rest of the
fashionable world who had been longer exiled from
England. But in addition to the ordinary civil society
of Calcutta, the young civilian had to keep himself on
good terms with the messes of the regiments in Forfc